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A Seaſonable Paper, 


Preſented to the confuderation of all that profeſs Chriſtianity; 
T: bent of my mind being to promote Piety and GoodneBs, Love and Unity amongſt Men, (thoof 


different Perſwaſions) rather than Notions and Opinions, puts me upon collefting and publiſhing 
this following 3 which if duly conſidered by all ſorts of People, might much conduce thereto. Tt 

-  % takenoutof a Book lately printed, intituled, Ar Addreff to Proteſtants, &c. The whole is large; 
ſo have only collected theſe Paſſages, which I apprehend will be ſerviceable tomany. Whete there is this | 
ſtroke—there is ſomething omitted for brevity-ſake, but the ſenſe not alter'd. My deſire is, the Reader 
may receive that benefit by it, as is intended by his Friend, YT: 


An Addreſs to Proteſtants, by a Proteſtant, W. Pejin. 


BY before I begin (as the Author) Idefire to premiſe (and can with much fincerity declare) that I in- 
tend not the reproach of any Perſon or Party : I am weary.with ſeeing ſo much of it in the World: 
for it gains nothing that's worth the keeping, but hardensto a deſperateneſs, what is our duty to endeas 
your to ſoften. Page 60. | | | 

I Conſcientiouſly refuſe to.name Parties, becauſe I am tender of piving the leaſt offence. p. 135: 

Let all Aſperities be avoided, Nick:Names forbidden. p. 225. | 


Chriſtians ought to be diſtinguiſhed by their likeneſs to Chriſt, and not their Notions of Chriſt ; by his 
Holy Qualifications, rather than their own Lofty Profeſſions, and Invented Formahities. p. 119. 
He that keeps the Law of God, and abſtains fromthe impurity of the World ; that is the good Man; 
the juſt Liver; he is the Apoſtle's true Few and Circumciſion. p. 120. | 
'Men that are angry for God, paſſionate for Chriſt, that call Names for Religion, and fling ſtones, and 
ecute for Faith, may tell us they are Chriſtians if they will, but no body would know themts be ſuch 


y their Fruits ; to be ſure they are no Chriſtians of Chriſt's making. p. 242. _ 3 
| Holy living is become no Teſt among Us, unleſs againſt the Liver. The Tree was once chown by its 
Fruits, 'tis not ſo now ; the better Liver, the more dangerous, if not a Corformiſt. p. 245. > 

Alas ! 'tis for want of conſidering that Men don't fee, that to diſorder themind in Controverſy, is a greas 
cer miſchief, than to carry the Pointcan be a benefit ; in that it is not to be Religious to apprehend right- 
ly, but to do well. p. 244. _ 

The Tree was not accounted good or bad by the Leaves, but the Fruits 3 not by the Opinions, but the 
- holy living, p. 104. h ; RS 
'; , Te ſhall know them by their Fruits, faith Chriſt of the Phariſees ; ſoſhall Men know them that fincerely be: 

lieve and confeſs Chriſt, by their ſan&ified Manners, and blamelefs Converſations; And wo to them that miake 
other diſtin&tions! for God hath made no other 3 there will be but Goats and Sheep at the laſt Day; Holy 
and Unholy, Fuſt and Unjuft. Therefore let that be our diſtin&ion, which ever was and will be God's di- 
ſtin&ion 3 for all other Meaſures are the EffeQts of the Paſſions and Preſumptionsof Men. p. 99. | 


A Man may falſly believe as the true Church believes ; for if I believe what ſhe believes, only becauſe, 
ſhe believes it, and not becauſe I am convinced in my own Underftanding and Conſcience of the truth of 
What ſhe believes, my Faith is falſe, tho hersbetrue; Ifay; it isnot true to me, I haveno evidence of it. p.146. 
. So that believing as the Church believes, is no more nor leſs than rooking Men of their Underſtand- 


. Þ. 156. ; 

OE bllceth you—FLY ROM E AT HOME); look to the Enemies of your own Houſe, have acare of 

this preſumption, carry it not too high 5 lay not ſireff where God has laid none, neither uſe his Royal 

Stamp to Authorize your Apprehenſions, inſtead of his Inſtitutions. p. 77. | Tony 

Bur if I muſt abandon my ownt Senſeand Judgment, and yield my ſelf up to the Faith and Authority of 

another——W hat ſecurity can I have, that the Man, or Men whom I truſt, may not err and deceive me 3 
and that deceit is irreparable. p. 187. 


To be therefore of the Church of which Chriſt is Head, the Redeemed,; Regenerated Church of 
Chriſt, is quite another thing, than to be of any viſible Society whatever ; for in all ſuch Communions 
there are but too many that have no true Titleto Chriſtianity. p. 77: | ones) 

Thou haſt no dominion over thy Brother's Faith, nor haſt thou Commiſſion to be Lord over his Conci- 
ence; 'tis Chriſt's Right, his Purchaſe, &c.—that he m_ reſcue them from the Jaws of Oppreſlion, from 
thoſe that uſurpt therr Conſciences, and made a prey of their Souls. But why doſt thou judg thy Brother 2 
Come, let us look at home, and view our ACtions, and ſee if we are not the Men. p. 212, 213: 


Chriſt teacheth us the Duty of Prayer, where and what 3 not in the corners of the Streets, nor in the Sy- 
nagogues,tobeſeen of Men, butin the Cloſet, inthe ſecret of the Heart, betwixt God and the Soul. p. 103. 


2 King.18.4. He took, away the bigh Places, and brak the Imager, * Thatis, a piece of Braſs : thus he called the Serpent by con- 
par gr 2th ripaerydr thr earran yn Braſen Sep te  Fempt z which notwithſtanding was ſet .up by the Word of God, and 


 " , 


; yn ou po ons | - : were wrought by ir : Yet when' it was abuſed to'Idolatrys' - 
Moſes bad made + for unto' thoſe days the Children of Itracl did (1;; g00d king red not thinking irmneake a6 be called”; 
Ty burn Incenſe to it, and be called it * Nehuſhtan. GE in .... Serpent, but a piece of Brals, Es ga 
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